
The National Development Program 

The national cherry industry development program (NDP) has been up and running now for just 

over a year. Last year the program’s aim was to visit all participating states (Western Australia, 

South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales) and to raise awareness. I am pleased 

to report that this has progressed very well. The engagement of the states with the program 

this year has been outstanding. A number of consultative processes were engaged by states, 

and feedback into the program has been reflective of industry needs.   

The priority set by all states this year was support for export readiness. To that end, Peter 

Morrison and I have been active in the progression of the Cherry Biosecurity Management Plan, 

the development of the Cherry Export Manual and IPDM Calendar. Additionally we have 

contributed to crop monitoring and training for growers/orchards in New South Wales, Victoria, 

South Australia and Tasmania. I would like to congratulate Peter for his commendable efforts to 

date – he has made a great start in his new role of consultant within the NDP. 

A second priority that was raised was producing fruit for quality; ensuring that management 

(pruning, training, rootstock/variety selections) was optimal for the production of the highest 

quality fruit. This was deemed important to underpin any gains in increased market access. To 

do this the program has invited Professor Lynn Long to Australia. Workshops with Lynn will be 

held in New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania in late September. These workshops will 

include presentations and field walks, and are scheduled for Late September (your state 

association will have details).  

Lynn is a distinguished cherry expert; a professor 

and extension horticulturalist from Oregon State 

University. His work spans many aspects of cherry 

production so come prepared with a barrage of 

questions! But that’s not all – Marlene Long will be 

joining Lynn and has agreed to contribute her 

knowledge as well. Marlene has worked with 

growers for many years, and will talk about how 

best to harvest and handle cherries post-harvest 

in order to obtain the longest shelf life.  

 

 

 

Lynn and Marlene Long, enjoying time out at the 7th 
International Cherry Conference in Spain last year  



In the meantime, should you have any queries about the NDP, please talk to your state NDP 

member, listed below. State members have been active and are making excellent contributions 

to your program.  Please continue to provide your thoughts about what your industry needs 

and together help direct support and development.  And look out for future updates and 

information! 

Project Leader: Dr Penny Measham 

Research Fellow in Tree Physiology 

Perennial Horticulture Centre, TIA 

 

State members; 

Anne Mooney (NSW) 

Alison Jones (VIC) 

Phil Pyke (TAS) 

Darren Graetz (SA)  

Stephanie Faggetter (WA) 

Penny Measham (co-ordinator) 

 
This project has been funded by Horticulture Australia Ltd  
using the cherry industry levy and matched funds from the  
Australian Government. 


